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Media Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – July 6, 2010
The Fuchsia Band Concert and Workshops 
Saturday, August 21, 7:00pm 

The Couryard at Covenant Pres., 4000 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS
Admission: $10 Adult, $6 Under 18
Information: www.CelticFestMS.org or 601.376.9866
AUGUST IS FUCHSIA
(Jackson, MS) – The Fuchsia Band is coming to Jackson on an exclusive U.S tour. The Cork-based Irish band will perform on Saturday, August 21st at 7 pm in the Courtyard at Covenant Presbyterian. The band members will also conduct free hour-long workshops on their particular instruments before the concert at a time to be determined.
In their own words, The Fuchsia Band “are a group of four lads from Cork, Ireland who play, dance, sing and generally have a good time like it (used to be) is in Ireland. We’re traditional Irish musicians with emphasis on fun and general entertainment!” They play traditional Irish dance music, sing songs, tell stories, and perform Irish dances.

“The Fuchsia Band is the most popular performer we’ve ever featured at CelticFest,” says Don Penzien, the Performer Coordinator for CelticFest Mississippi, a 19 year-old institution in central Mississippi. “We’re very lucky to have captured a date in their tour, as they’ll be back in Ireland when this year’s CelticFest takes place. This is the third event we’ve held at Covenant Presbyterian, and we’re just tickled they are willing to host our concerts at this spectacular venue.” In case of rain, the concert will be moved to the Great Hall immediately adjacent to the Courtyard.
These excellent musicians are also fine teachers of their craft, and each will be offering a free hour-long workshop on their instruments on the afternoon before the concert. 
Máirtín de Cógáin, fronting the band, is an All-Ireland winner in storytelling, and also sings, dances, and plays the bodhrán (Irish drum). Brian McGillicuddy is also an All-Ireland winner, playing the tenor banjo, mandolin, and tin whistle. McGillicuddy is nicknamed “Flash” for good reason! Eoin Verling on the button accordion comes from a musical family and has been playing since the age of 10 in his father’s céilí band. Mick Heffernan plays flute and guitar, adding the glue that binds the group together. Most of the band speaks the Irish (Irish Gaelic) language fluently.
“I think people in the South in particular respond to our music,” says de Cógáin. “Ireland is a very rural country, and only in the last fifteen or so years have we come into our own in Europe. The American South shares those recent rural roots… I can sing a song about a wild goat going on a rampage, and it’s like many Southerners really get it,” laughs de Cógáin.
The Fuchsia Band takes their name from the fuchsia plant, which adapted well to Ireland’s climate and can be found wild throughout the Irish countryside. The Fuchsia Label, led by the West Cork Co-op, is also a mark of quality and tradition in West Cork, Ireland, and so a fitting emblem for the band.
The Fuchsia Band first appeared in Mississippi at CelticFest 2005 only two weeks after Hurricane Katrina. Two of the bands members were stateside after their first U.S. tour when they heard of the devastation in the region, and they volunteered to donate both their time and talents to the festival-turned-hurricane-relief benefit. The pair became the surprise hit of the festival, and the full-force Fuchsia Band have earned thousands of fans in their appearances in the state since. 

“They’re absolutely a tremendous act,” says Scott Cole, a Celtic Heritage Society board member. “At CelticFest, the audience swells to the building’s capacity whenever the Fuchsias take the stage, with all ages coming to see them. The Fuchsia Band is definitely the audience favorite.”

The concert starts at 7:00pm on Saturday August 21, 2010, in the Courtyard at Covenant Presbyterian Church (4000 Ridgewood Road) in Jackson. Tickets are $10 for adults, $6 for children under 18. Discounts are available for members of the Celtic Heritage Society and Jackson Irish Dancers.  Free workshops on the Irish flute, button accordion, tenor banjo, and bodhrán will be held in conjunction with the performance at a time and date to be announced. (Purchase of concert ticket is not required to attend the workshops.)
This event is sponsored by the Celtic Heritage Society, and is funded in part by a grant from South Arts in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts and the Mississippi Arts Commission.   
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